
Development Studies Association 
 Connecting and promoting the development research community 

 
JUNE 2009 BULLETIN 

1  

The Development Studies Association, POB 108, Bideford, Devon, EX39 6ZQ. Tel: +44 (0) 1288 331360  
Email: admin@devstud.org.uk 

www.devstud.org.uk 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 

Welcome to the June edition of the DSA Bulletin – more activity on 
the Annual Conference. We have now confirmed our Plenaries – 
exact titles to be confirmed but essentially the subject matter is now 
in place. Our Earlybird rate has been extended to July 15th so do 
take advantage of it – especially if you are presenting a paper! 
 

I am afraid I have a few administrative items that I do need to give 
centre stage to at this point: 
 

Free Student Membership. This is only open to those studying at 
a UK or Irish based institution or those from whom we have 
received a fully paid up registration to the Annual Conference.  
 

We have had an overwhelming number of students from overseas 
signing up on the new website who we simply cannot administer, 
so if you are based overseas and have signed up, I am afraid that 
your record will not be activated.  
 

I would also ask those of you who are eligible for free student 
membership, to bear with us on the authentication process, as the 
new website’s administrative functions are cumbersome. 
 

Bulletin entries: Could I please ask that those submitting entries 
to the Bulletin take heed of the submission requirements – I cannot 
deal with PDFs and I have to reformat entries sent through in the 
body of an email. This delays the output of the Bulletin so In order 
for you  not to miss out on publicity and the development 
community not to miss out on your interesting news, I ask you to 
help me in this. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the various events over the next 
few months and especially at our Annual Conference. Enjoy the 
new website and for those of you who receive this bulletin and are 
not yet members, perhaps now is the time to think about taking 
advantage of the profile you can develop on the new website and 
joining us! 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Frances 
 

Frances Hill, Executive Director 
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NEWS FROM THE DSA 
 
DSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2009:  
CURRENT CRISES AND NEW OPPORTUNITINES 
This year’s Conference will be taking place at the University of 
Ulster, Coleraine Campus between 2nd and 4th September. The 
theme is “Contemporary Crises and New Opportunities in 
development: the role of Development Studies” and registration is 
now open. 
 
We can now confirm our plenaries as follows (exact titles to be 
arrived at) 
Plenary 1: Charles Gore, UNCTAD : Long Term Cycles. 
Wednesday 2nd September 2pm  
Plenary 2: Mayra Buvinic, World Bank and Santosh Mehrotra, 
Planning Commission Government of India: Global Financial Crisis 
– a Gendered and National Perspective. Thursday 3rd September 
9am  
Plenary 3: Andrew Steer and Roy Trivedy, DFID : Implementing the 
DFID White Paper. Friday 4th September 9am 
 
This takes us through a path of long term macro (Gore) through to 
national perspectives (Mehrotra) and a Gendered Approach 
(Buvinic) and then onto an implementation perspective (Steer and 
Trivedy). 
 
We also have an exciting and varied range of breakout sessions 
relating to the theme – 13 panels and over 30 standalone papers 
on grouped topics. All the information is on our website at 
http://www.devstud.org.uk/events/conference/ 
 
Thursday 3rd September is Exhibitor’s Day, where many publishers, 
research centres and NGOs will be exhibiting. Many publishers 
offer excellent deals on their publications at the Conference, so it 
represents a good chance to grab some bargains  on the latest 
publications before term starts. For those exhibitors still requiring a 
stand – please do get in touch. 
 
Our Earlybird rate (available only on Whole Event ticket) of £195 
has been extended to 15th July to enable those of you tied up with 
exams to benefit once they are all over.  Our Earlybird 
Concessionary rate (available to students, unwaged and retired) is 
£180. This does not include accommodation which is available on 
campus in ensuite rooms for £33 per night (£57 for night of 1st 
September to include dinner and breakfast).  To sign up, please 
follow the instructions at 
http://www.devstud.org.uk/events/conference/  
 
New DSA Website and Conference Payments We are still 
experiencing problems with our online payment system. This is 
presenting particular problems for Conference registration, so I 
have set up an alternative system. It is not particularly elegant, but 
it is robust. However, it requires a two step process from you as 
follows: 
1. Fill out the downloadable Registration form, work out how much 

you need to pay in total and email it to admin@devstud.org.uk.   



Development Studies Association 
 Connecting and promoting the development research community 

 
JUNE 2009 BULLETIN 

2  

The Development Studies Association, POB 108, Bideford, Devon, EX39 6ZQ. Tel: +44 (0) 1288 331360  
Email: admin@devstud.org.uk 

www.devstud.org.uk 

2. Proceed to payment at https://www.secure-server-
hosting.com/secutran/secureforms/sh205828/conf09-
online.htm, entering the full amount due.  

 
NEW DSA WEBSITE 
 
The new website has been designed so that members can upload 
items of interest and relevance themselves within My DSA 
Workspace. In order to do so, your membership must be current. 
We are still familiarising ourselves with the new systems so do 
please bear with us! 
 
If you need to check your membership status, then do contact us. 
Before doing this though, please check that you are able to access 
My DSA Workspace by trying to log on. 
 
Members who joined the DSA after September 9th 2008 will need to 
contact us to be activated, as the original database was transferred 
on this date. 
 
We very much hope that over the forthcoming months as we all get 
used to the functionality of the site that it will represent a significant 
asset for members to be able to publicise their work, share ideas 
and advertise events and publications of relevance to other 
members and the development community at large. 
 
After 2015: Promoting Pro-poor Policy after the MDGs 
We had an excellent day in Brussels on 23rd June with several 
speakers from all over the world providing insight into how the 
MDGs are working (or not) for them, as well as putting forward 
suggestions for a post MDG scenario. We hope that this will be the 
start of much wider held discussions over the next few years. 
 
Outputs from the event are available at www.bit.ly/after2015. Join 
the blog, download thinkpieces and papers – add your own 
thinkpieces. 
 
Journal of International Development 
 

List of Contents: Volume 21 Number 5 July 2009 
 
www.interscience.wiley.com/journal/jid 
 
How Does Economic Empowerment Affect Women’s Risk of 
Intimate Partner Violence in Low and Middle Income Countries? A 
Systematic Review of Published Evidence S. Vyas and C. Watts 
 
Exports and Economic Growth: The Case of South Africa L. 
Rangasamy 
 
Aid Allocation to Fragile States: Absorptive Capacity Constraints S. 
Feeny and M. McGillivray 
 
Microfi nance Asymmetric Information Problems in Cameroon J. 
Tche 
 
Policy Arena 
 
Disability, Development and the Dawning of a New Convention: A 
Cause for Optimism? M. Kett, R. Lang and J.-F. Trani 

 
Mainstreaming the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in National 
Development Frameworks T. N. Mwendwa, A. Murangira and R. 
Lang 
 
Making Poverty Reduction Inclusive: Experiences from Cambodia, 
Tanzania and Vietnam D. Fritz, U. Miller, A. Gude, A. Pruisken and 
D. Rischewski 
 
Including Persons with Disabilities in Social Cash Transfer 
Programmes in Developing Countries K. Gooding and A. Marriot 
 
Field Report 
 
On Consumption Insurance in Poor Urban Areas: Evidence from 
Ethiopia E. Alvi1 and S. Dendir 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 
 
RESEARCH AND CALLS FOR PAPERS 
 
IDPM and the Economics Department of the University of 
Manchester announce the Second Annual ESRC Development 
Economics Conference: 
“The Effects of the Financial Crisis on                                   
Developing Countries” 
University of Manchester, Jan 21 and 22, 2010 
 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
The UK Economic and Social Research Council is supporting a 
series of three annual UK-based Development Economics 
conferences. The second of these will take place at the University 
of Manchester in 2010, and is also being supported by the 
Development Studies Association (DSA) of the UK. Keynote 
speakers include Alan Winters (University of Sussex and Chief 
Economist, DFID) and Duncan Thomas (Duke University and 
President, BREAD). 
 
The theme of the conference is The Effect of the Global Financial 
Crisis on Developing Countries. The conference will aim to explore 
the impacts of the crisis on developing economies and the role 
such economies might play in contributing to its resolution. We are 
interested in receiving both theoretical and empirical papers on this 
theme. While the focus is, of course, on the current crisis we would 
also be interested in papers that focus on previous crises to the 
extent that they provided contemporarily-relevant policy 
implications. We are especially keen to receive papers that explore 
the micro dimensions of the crisis, in particular its effects on 
households and firms in developing countries.  
 
We invite submissions of complete papers in this area for 
potential presentation at this conference, to be submitted to 
financial.crisis@manchester.ac.uk by 30 September 2009 at the 
latest. We will select papers from those submitted for presentation 
at the conference by 31 October 2009, and inform all authors. 
While we strongly prefer submission of complete papers, we will 
also consider submissions of substantial abstracts (2 pages). If 
these are accepted for the conference we would require 
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submission of complete papers by 31 December 2009. PhD 
students are strongly encouraged to submit papers, and we will 
hold a special session for PhD student presentations. 
 
The organising committee comprises Edmund Amann (Economics, 
Univ. of Manchester), David Lawson (IDPM, Univ. of Manchester) 
and Kunal Sen (IDPM, Univ. of Manchester). 
 
Democratization in Africa: Retrospective and Future Prospects 
Conference at the University of Leeds 4 – 5th December 2009. 
Deadline for submission of Abstracts18th May to Dr Karen Cereso, 
African-studies@leeds.ac.uk. More information is available from 
http://www.devstud.org.uk/events/news/democratization_in_africa_
retrospective_and_future_prospects__call_for_papers-28.html  
 
Asia Research Centre at Copenhagen Business School are 
requesting papers for a Conference on Globalization and Economic 
Nationalism in Asia on 3 - 4 December 2009 at the Copenhagen 
Business School.  For complete details go to the website: 
http://www.cbs.dk/gena.  
 
Third Call for Applications for the MICROCON INCO Training 
Fund 
MICROCON, A Micro Level Analysis of Violent Conflict’s INCO 
Training Fund is intended to support and encourage the training 
and mobility of researchers from developing countries to participate 
actively in research activities being undertaken by MICROCON’s 
partners. It will allow researchers to share knowledge and 
experience, both to build their own expertise in the micro level 
analysis of violent conflict, and to build linkages with MICROCON.  
For more information on MICROCON and the INCO fund please 
visit the training and events section of our website 
www.microconflict.eu  
The deadline for applications is 30th September 2009. 
 
ELSEVIER: BUILDING INSIGHTS; BREAKING BOUNDARIES 
MANUSCRIPTS SUBMISSION 
On behalf of all the Editors-in-chief of Elsevier Journals, we wish to 
Communicate to you that we are currently accepting manuscripts in 
all Fields of human Endeavour. 
All articles published will be peer-reviewed. The following types of 
papers are considered for publication: 
• Original articles in basic and applied research.  
•  Critical reviews, surveys, opinions, commentaries and essays. 
  
Authors are invited to submit manuscripts reporting recent 
developments in their fields. Papers submitted will be sorted out 
and published in any of our numerous journals that best Fits. This 
is a special publication procedure which published works will be 
discussed at seminars (organized by Elsevier) at strategic Cities all 
over the world. Please maximize this opportunity to showcase your 
research work to the world.  
  
The submitted papers must be written in English and 
describe original research not published nor currently under review 
by other journals. Parallel submissions will not be accepted.  
  
Our goal is to inform authors about their paper(s) within one week 
of receipt. All submitted papers, if relevant to the theme and 
objectives of the journal, will go through an external peer-review 

process.   
  
Prospective authors should send their manuscript(s) 
in Microsoft Word or PDF format to elsevier@live.com and 
should Include a cover sheet containing corresponding Author(s) 
name, Paper Title, affiliation, phone, fax number, email address 
etc. 
 
Gender & Development: The Economic Crisis 
 
In July 2010, the international journal Gender & Development, 
(published for Oxfam GB by Routledge/Taylor and Francis) will 
publish a Special Issue on Gender and the Economic Crisis. It will 
be co-edited by Caroline Sweetman of Oxfam GB, and Professor 
Ruth Pearson of the Centre for Development Studies, University of 
Leeds.  
 
We hope the Special Issue on the Economic Crisis will result in: 

• Mapping, learning and networking of what we know to date 
about the impact of the economic crisis on women and 
gender relations, and future implications for national growth, 
poverty alleviation and feminist empowerment 

• Clearer knowledge of good research, activism and support 
at grassroots level, and who is doing each of these 

• Increased knowledge on the part of development 
researchers, policymakers and activists about how to 
support women's rights, and gender equality, as we weather 
this crisis.  

 
Contributions are invited from development researchers and 
workers who have experience to share with their peers, and with 
policymakers and decision-makers in development agencies and 
governments. 
 
We'd anticipate the issue including articles focusing on: 

• Gendered case studies of the gendered impact of the 
crisis on women workers, men workers, and their labour 
rights: including loss of work, deteriorating conditions and 
bargaining power, and increasing abuse in the workplace. 

• Analyses of the economic coping strategies adopted by 
poor households on the loss of employment - what kinds 
of alternatives are being found, and what is the impact on 
livelihoods, wellbeing and rights? 

• Articles focusing on institutions and their actions and 
responses to the crisis: how is the crisis playing out in the 
private sector; the public sector; the household and the 
community? 

• Gender analysis of the ways in which these responses are 
affecting the lives of poor women and men. Struggles to 
survive are shaped not only by changes to the market, but 
by changes to the relationship of the state to households, 
communities and individuals - in particular, state spending 
cuts may profoundly alter the ability of poor women and 
men and their children to access health, education, social 
support and other critical inputs.  

• Feminist economic analyses of the particular ways in 
which the crisis is playing out in different contexts, 
together with proposals, drawing on real experience in 
particular contexts, suggesting how development workers 
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can support poor women, men and their families to 
weather the crisis, in ways which support gender equality 
and women's rights. 

• Articles which set out suggestions for sentinel research to 
be carried out by women’s groups to map the effects of 
the economic crisis in different contexts. 

 
This Special Issue forms a part of a wider project run by Oxfam GB 
aiming to support learning on Gender and the Economic Crisis. For 
more information about this, and the journal more generally, 
including full guidelines for contributors, please visit 
www.genderanddevelopment.org  
 
If you would like to write on any of the above, or have other ideas 
about articles we should commission, please send a paragraph 
outlining your proposed idea to gadeditor@oxfam.org.uk, as soon 
as possible, and before 31 July 2009. Commissioned articles will 
have a deadline of 30 November 2009.  
 
EVENTS – Conferences, Seminars, Meetings 
 
Workshop on Markets, Governance and Human Development. 
Robinson College, University of Cambridge, 6-7 July 2009 
Jointly organised by the Development Studies Association 
(Environmental Resources and Sustainable Development Study 
Group and Development Ethics Study Group) and Robinson 
College, University of Cambridge. 
Contacts: Dr P.B. Anand (Anand Prathivadi Bhayankaram), 
Reader in Environmental Economics and Public Policy, Department 
of Development and Economic Studies (formerly BCID), University 
of Bradford 
Tel: +44-1274- 233980 email: p.b.anand@bradford.ac.uk;  
Dr Des Gasper, Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, 
gasper@iss.nl; Dr Miriam Teschl, Robinson College, Cambridge, 
mt367@cam.ac.uk 
 
UK Society for Co-operative Studies Annual Conference 2009 
Building a Co-operative Economy: Opportunities and 
Challenges 
Book by end of July and save £20! 
Ruskin College Oxford 
5-6 September 2009 
 
Speakers include: 
 Neville Richardson (Chief Executive Designate, Co-operative 

Financial Services) 
 Prof. Rebecca Boden (Institute for Social Innovation) 
 Paul Gosling (Writer and broadcaster) 
 Dr. Rosamund Stock (London School of Economics) 
 Jon Walker (Transition Towns Network) 
 Dr. Molly Scott Cato (Cardiff Institute for Co-operative Studies) 
 Jo White (Co-operative Futures) 
 Dr. Roger Spear (Open University) 
 Mick Taylor (Mutual Advantage) 
 Jon Stevens (Birmingham Co-operative Housing Services) 
 Petra Morris (Co-operatives UK) 
 Ian Manborde (Ruskin College) 
 Dr. Simon Teasdale (Third Sector Research Centre) 
 
Session Topics include: 

·         ‘Transition’ to a new economy 
·         Public Policy – Towards a Co-operative 

Commonwealth? 
·         Coping with the Global Financial Crisis 

Further details are available from Richard Bickle, the 
conference organiser, on 07768 184882 or by email:  
richardbickle@cooptel.net 
 
Sustainable Livelihoods and Pro-poor Market Development  
As part of an international series, the Centre for Development 
Studies, at the University of Bath is hosting a seminar bringing 
together academics, practitioners and policy-makers to explore the 
links between Sustainable Livelihoods Approaches (SLA) and 
recent approaches to pro-poor market development.  
 
Keynote speaker: 
Mavis Owusu-Gyamfi, Head of Profession,  
Private Sector Development, DFID 
This seminar will explore the following questions: 

• What are the overlaps, synergies, tensions and 
divergences between SLA and pro-poor market 
development analysis and approaches?   

• How effective have pro-poor market development 
approaches been in developing sustainable and scalable 
strategies for livelihoods promotion and what are the 
lessons and insights that this work has generated?  

• How does the current financial and economic crisis 
challenge or reinforce the understanding of market 
development on which these approaches are based?  

To register email markets-seminar@bath.ac.uk stating your name, 
job title and organisation. To find out more and to participate in the 
seminar online discussions join the Livelihoods Seminar Group at 
http://community.eldis.org/sla . 
Tuesday, 21st July, 2009 
University of Bath, 10.30 – 16.30 
 
Guest Lecture Series at the Brooks World Poverty Institute 
(BWPI) 
BWPI is hosting a series of guest lectures and public panel 
discussions, as part of the BWPI annual Advanced Graduate 
Workshop, organised with the Initiative for Policy Dialogue at 
Columbia University, and chaired by Professor Joseph Stiglitz.  
Guest Lectures 
15 June 5pm - Professors Joseph Stiglitz and Ravi Kanbur: ‘The 
global financial crisis’. 
17 June 5.30pm - Professor Partha Dasgupta: ‘The enforcement of 
agreements: Social norms vs laws’.  
18 June 5.30pm - Professor David Hulme: ‘International norm 
dynamics and the end of poverty’.  
29 June 5.30pm- Professor Pranab Bardhan: ‘Land tenure and 
farm productivity: An analysis of disaggregated farm-level data’ (co-
hosted by the Development Economics Seminar Series).  
Public Panel Discussions 
16 June 5.30pm - Professors Joseph Stiglitz and Mohan 
Munasinghe with colleagues on ‘Climate change and climate 
justice’ (sponsored by the Sustainable Consumption Institute). 
22 June 5pm - Professors John Sulston and Joseph Stiglitz with 
colleagues on ‘Intellectual property’. 
30 June 5.30pm - Professor Joseph Stiglitz and colleagues on 
‘The economics of Africa’. 
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Dates and times are subject to revision. Please check the BWPI 
website: 
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/events/Public%20Guest%20Lec
tures/index.html 
 
Conference: The Informal Sector in South Asia: Organisational 
Dynamics, Institutional Determinants, Interlinkages and 
Development Delhi, India: 27 - 28 July 2009  
Organised by Dr. Dibyendu Maiti of the Institute of Economic 
Growth, Delhi. Keynote speaker is Arjun Sengupta, Chairman, 
National Commission for Enterprises in Unorganised Sector 
(NCEUS). This conference forms part of IPPG's work on the 
informal sector in India, led by Dibyendu and Sugata Marjit of the 
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata. For more about the 
conference please email: dibyendu@iegindia.org For more about 
IPPG see: www.ippg.org.uk  
 
 
Publications 
 
Attack on World Poverty Book by Benny Dembitzer. This book 
has been written by a member of the DSA with considerable 
grassroot development experience and no pretence to be writing a 
scholarly tome. His thesis is very simple; the tools used to attack 
world poverty have been of the wrong type and addressed at the 
wrong level. In this view there are three levels at which the 
‘development’ debate takes place. The first is the grand opera – the 
UN and international gatherings, where important people talk to 
other important people. The second is the bureaucracy where 
people who think they are important write reports for other people 
who also think they are important. The third level is that of the 
village and here very little has ever changed because the village is 
deeply feudal.  
 
China is changing the paradigm of development; changes will not 
work in favour of the poor, but of their governments. There is no 
longer have a world driven by one economic engine, but by at least 
four different engines; the OECD, the BRIC, the resource rich 
countries and the poor. A combination of world recession, of 
growing environmental catastrophe and the reticence of 
governments to address the key issues of population explosion, 
migration, and land tenure will mean that world poverty will 
considerable increase in the next decades, not decrease.  The 
author is very pessimistic about the future. The constant search for 
world solutions to problems that are essentially local and thus 
universal solutions is only delaying the time of reckoning. He urges 
for more practical, down to earth intervention by the international 
community.  He sees the voluntary organisations as one of the key 
actors in the change that needs desperately to be addressed to 
prevent mass starvation. 
 
From Ethical Events Ltd. Price £12.99 excl P&P, 290 pages 
Details at www.ethical-events.org  
  
 
 
Brooks World Poverty Institute Working Papers 
 
94/09 Changing Articulations of Class and Ethnicity: A Villa 
Miseria in Buenos Aires (Alejandro Grimson) 

http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/resources/Working-
Papers/bwpi-wp-9409.pdf 
 
95/09 Developing Countries in the ITO and GATT Negotiations 
(James Scott) 
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/resources/Working-
Papers/bwpi-wp-9509.pdf 
 
New Publication from IPPG: Growth and the three-dimensional 
poverty in Sub-Sahara Africa: Does Legislative Democracy 
Play a Role? by Dr Jean Claude Saha, University of Ngaoundere, 
Cameroon. Read more at www.ippg.org.uk/abs24.html. Jean 
Claude will present his work at the 65th Congress of the 
International Institute of Public Finance (IIPF) in Cape Town, South 
Africa in August 2009.  
Contact: ippg@manchester.ac.uk  
 
New Publications from IIED, www.iied.org 
 
Books 
Incentives to sustain forest ecosystem services: A review and 
lessons for REDD 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=13555IIED 
 
Tenure in REDD: Start-point or afterthought?  
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=13554IIED 
 
 
Briefings 
Community-based adaptation to climate change: an update 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17064IIED 
 
Financing REDD: how government funds can work with the carbon 
market 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17053IIED 
 
Health and the urban environment: revolutions revisited 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17044IIED 
 
Innovation for society and environment: an overview 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17056IIED 
 
National adaptation funding: ways forward for the poorest countries 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17054IIED 
 
Roots of success: cultivating viable community forestry 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17057IIED 
 
Seeing REDD in the Amazon: a win for people, trees and climate 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17052IIED 
 
Village voice: towards inclusive information technologies 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17051IIED 
 
Where every drop counts: tackling rural Africa’s water crisis 
To view: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17055IIED 
 
 




