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Welcome & Introductions

LET'S GET STARTED!

Welcome to our collaborative grant-writing community.

Today is all about building strong connections and turning ideas 
into winning proposals.

OUR SHARED GOALS FOR TODAY

1 Connect with fellow early-career researchers

2 Maintain an open, highly collaborative environment

3 Support each other through constructive, positive peer review

4 Transform raw ideas into robust, fundable research arguments

"We are glad you are here with us!"





Funding Opportunities
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1. Travel & Small Grants

Explore database options and 
smaller funding tracks (e.g., 
UKRI, professional/academic 
societies, trusts, charities).

Research Professional 

CAT. 01
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2. ECR Fellowships

Personal postdoctoral grants 
covering salary and research. 
May include equipment or 
student costs.

Duration: 1–5 years

Evaluated primarily on future 
potential.

CAT. 02
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3. Research Grants

Substantial funding typically for 
permanent academic positions.

Collaborate with your PI/mentor 
to contribute to group 
proposals—excellent experience 
that can write you in as a named 
post-doc.

CAT. 03
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Recommended Resources
Podcasts: YouTube: ERC Fellowship Podcasts (Cambridge) | Alternative Funding: postgraduate-funding.com

https://www.researchprofessional.com/sso/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchprofessional.com%2Fj_spring_cas_security_check
https://www.researchprofessional.com/sso/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchprofessional.com%2Fj_spring_cas_security_check
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjXjP2rLl5xkv9A0y1IxOL1NdJzQ_Pkqi
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/


Funding Opportunities: Key Schemes
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Research Councils

UKRI – AHRC fellowships (ECR route, £50–250K) & 
ESRC New Investigator Grants.

The British Academy – ECRs in humanities & social 
sciences.
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European & International

European Research Council – Starting (2-7 yrs 
PhD), Consolidator, Advanced, & ERC Plus.

Marie Curie & Newton – Postdoctoral fellowships & 
Newton International awards.
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Charities & Trusts

Leverhulme ECR Fellowships – Provides 50% funding 
for research costs and salary support.

Wellcome Trust – Early Career Awards with a specific 
focus on health and wellbeing research.

sch
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Institutes & Programmes

Max Weber Programme (EUI) – Open within 5 years of 
PhD completion.

Focuses on Historical, Political, and Social Sciences, 
plus the Young African Leaders programme.
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